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Title IV Part A, Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) Program 

INTRODUCTION 
 

This guidance outlines the purpose of the Title IV, Part A Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
(SSAE) Program, program requirements, eligibility and allowable SSAE program activities. 
  
The SSAE program activities, procedures and resources that are presented in this guidance document 
should not be regarded as exhaustive or limiting. LEAs for example, may utilize alternative needs 
assessments that are consistent with the Title IV statute, but are more in keeping with their needs 
and circumstances.
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Purpose 
 

Newly authorized under subpart 1 of Title IV, Part A of the ESEA, the Student Support and Academic 
Enrichment (SSAE) program is intended to help meet these goals by increasing the capacity of local 
educational agencies (LEAs), schools, and local communities to: 1) provide all students with access to 
a well-rounded education, 2) improve school conditions for student learning, and 3) improve the use 
of technology in order to improve the academic achievement and digital literacy of all students.  
 
This guidance document provides key information on the provisions of the new SSAE program 
including a discussion of the allowable uses of funds, fiscal responsibilities, and the local application 
requirements. In addition, the guidance provides examples of several innovative activities that 
demonstrate some of the SSAE program allowable uses of funds. It is important to note that SSAE 
funds may not be sufficient to independently fund many of these innovative activities.  
 
The SSAE program provides LEAs, and schools the flexibility to tailor investments based on the needs 
of their unique student populations. Coordination and integration of the SSAE program with activities 
authorized under other sections of the law, as well as other federal programs to improve outcomes 
for students is encouraged. Ensuring all students have access to a holistic well-rounded education is 
central to the shared work across programs in ESSA. LEAs or a consortium of LEAs may apply for SSAE 
program funds and must prioritize the distribution of funds to schools based on one or more of 
several factors, including schools that are (i) are among those with the greatest needs, as determined 
by the LEA, (ii) have the highest numbers of students from low-income families, (iii) are identified for 
comprehensive support and improvement under Title I, Part A of the ESEA; (iv) are implementing 
targeted support and improvement plans under Title I, Part A of the ESEA; or (v) are identified as a 
persistently dangerous public school under section 8532 of the ESEA. (ESEA section 4106(e)(2)). This 
provision is discussed further in the program application requirements section of this document. 
 
An LEA that receives at least $30,000 in SSAE program funds must conduct a comprehensive needs 
assessment that includes, at a minimum, a focus on the three content areas identified in Table 1. 
Based on the results of that assessment, the LEA must use: 
 

• At least 20 percent of funds for activities to support well-rounded educational opportunities; 
 
• At least 20 percent of funds for activities to support safe and healthy students; and 
 
• 
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implementation of the SSAE program. Allowable uses of funds under each of the three content areas 
may include, but are not limited to: direct services for students, professional development for 
teachers and administrators, salaries of personnel to carry out identified programs and services, and 
supplemental educational resources and equipment. 
 

Table 1. Overview of Examples of Allowable SSAE Uses of Funds 
Overview of Allowable SSAE Program Activities 

 

Well-Rounded Educational 
Opportunities 

(ESEA section 4107) 

Safe and Healthy Students 
(ESEA section 4108) 

Effective Use of Technology 
(ESEA section 4109) 

http://legcounsel.house.gov/Comps/Elementary%20And%20Secondary%20Education%20Act%20Of%201965.pdf
http://legcounsel.house.gov/Comps/Elementary%20And%20Secondary%20Education%20Act%20Of%201965.pdf
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Program Eligibility 
 

LEAs that received a Title I, Part A allocation in in the prior program year are eligible for a Title IV 
allocation. 
 

Program Application Requirements 
 

LEAs must submit their Consolidated Application for ESSA funded Programs and meet all the 
requirements within to receive a Title IV, Part A allocation. 
 
The LEA’s application must include descriptions of the SSAE programs and activities the LEA proposes 
to implement which includes a description of the identified needs and goals and identification of the 
proposed use of funds as it aligns to the needs and goals.   LEAs must also provide the required 
assurances 

http://www.nysed.gov/essa/schools/consolidated-application
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Title IV, Part A, Allocation and Distribution 

 

LEAs must prioritize the distribution of Title IV, Part A funds to schools that- 
 

¶ have the greatest needs (as determined by the LEA); 

¶ have the highest percentages or numbers of low-income children, 

¶ are identified for targeted or comprehensive support and improvement, OR 

¶ are identified as a persistently dangerous public elementary or secondary school under 
section 8532 of the ESSA. 

 
LEAs receiving a Title IV, Part A allocation must provide equitable services to children in eligible 
non-public schools and consult with private school officials to identify the needs of eligible private 
school students and teachers consistent with the requirements in section 8501 of the ESEA. 
 
LEAs that receive an allocation of $30,000 or more must: 
 

¶ use at least 20 percent of their Title IV, Part A funds to support well-rounded educational 
opportunities; 

¶ use at least 20 percent of their Title IV, Part A funds to support school conditions for Safe and 
Healthy Students; 

¶ use a portion of their Title IV, Part A funds to support the effective use of technology with no 
more than 15 percent of the portion of funds for purchasing technology infrastructure; 

¶ conduct a comprehensive needs assessment every three years to examine the needs for 
improvement of well-rounded educational opportunities, school conditions for student 
learning, and access to personalized learning experiences supported by technology; and 

¶ complete and annual State report regarding how funds for the SSAE program are being used.  
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