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Content Area Teacher 
An NYS-certified teacher in grades 7-12 teaching a subject area such as English, 

Math, Science, Social Studies, Technology, Music, Art, etc. 

Commissioner’s 
Regulations Part 154 

(CR Part 154) 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ [ŀǿ Ϡонлп ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ tŀǊǘ мрп contain 

standards for educational services provided to ELL students in New York State. 

In 2014, CR Part 154 was enhanced and strengthened after engaging with 

stakeholders to identify ways to better serve the needs of New York State's 

expanding multilingual population. 

Cultural and Linguistic 

Responsiveness 

The practice of embracing the experiences and knowledge that students bring 

with them through valuing their cultures and languages as assets to make 

learning more relevant and effective. 

Culturally Responsive 

Sustaining Education 

Framework 

The CR-SE framework helps educators create student-centered learning 

environments that affirm racial, linguistic and cultural identities; prepare 

students for the ǊƛƎƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
connect across lines of difference; elevate historically marginalized voices; and 

empower students as agents of social change. 

Developing ELLs 
Students who have been identified as ELLs and have received ENL instruction, 

as a component of their BE or ENL program, for a total of four to six 

continuously enrolled school years in the U.S. 

Dual Language (DL) 

Also known as Two-Way Bilingual Education, offers students from different or 

the same home language backgrounds and/or cultures opportunities to 

become bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural while improving their academic 

achievement. 

English as a New 

Language 

(ENL) 

A research-based English language development program, formerly known as 

English as a Second Language (ESL), comprised two components: 

1. content area instructional component in English (including all core 

content, i.e. English language arts, math, science, or social studies) 

with home language supports and appropriate scaffolds, and 

2. English language development component (Stand-alone and/or 

Integrated ENL). 

In BE and ENL programs, the English language development component is 

delivered through two models: 

 Integrated ENL: A unit of study or its equivalent in which students 

receive core content area and English language development 

instruction as a component of their BE or ENL program with 

home language supports and appropriate ELL scaffolds; and 

 Stand-alone ENL: A unit of study or its equivalent in which students 

receive instruction in order to acquire the English language skills 

needed for success in core content courses. 
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Ever ELL 
An Ever ELL is a student that has been identified as an ELL, but has exited ELL 

status. 

Former ELL 
A Former ELL is a student that had been identified as an ELL, but has exited ELL 

status within the past two school years. After two years, a former ELL will be 

referred to as an Ever ELL. 

Free-standing ESL 

Free-standing ESL is an older term and is no longer in use.  Prior to the 2015 

Amendments of CR Part 154, free-standing ESL was defined as a program of 

instruction composed of two components: a language arts instructional 

component and a content area instructional component which takes into 

account the first language and culture of the students. 

Grade Span 
CR Part 154-2.3(i) stipulates that the maximum allowable grade span for 

grouping instruction in grades K-12 ENL or BE classes is two contiguous 

grades, except for ELLs in a special class as defined by section 200.1(uu). 

Home Language Arts 

(HLA) 

A unit of study or its ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ 
language; the teaching and learning of reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening. 

Home Language 

Questionnaire (HLQ) 

A screening instrument is administered for all students upon enrollment to 

determine if a student speaks a language other than English at home and 

therefore may be a potential ELL. 

Home Language 

Supports 

The use of the home language as an instructional tool for learning academic 

content and English. These may include, but are not limited to: 

 Materials and resources in the home language such as hard copy 

and/or online dictionaries, encyclopedias, books, and other media. 

 Pairing students of various language proficiencies to support each other 

in the home language and English. 

 Teachers who are bilingual, bilingual teaching assistants, community 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘƻ 
clarify concepts/content whenever possible. 

Integrated ENL 

An instructional model in which students receive core content area and 

English language development instruction which includes home language 

supports and appropriate. 

ELL scaffolds. Integrated ENL instruction must be carried out either by a co-

teaching approach with a NYS certified ESOL teacher who teaches 

collaboratively with the content area teacher or by a teacher who is dually 

certified in ESOL and the other content area being taught. In this context, 

integrated refers to the integration of language and content instruction. 

L1/L2 First Language/Second Language 
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