
 
 

 
    

 
      

           
  

 

 

 

       

 
  

        
        

  

   

 
   

    
   

    
  

     
 

     
 

   
 

  
     

     
   

   
    

 
     

    
 

    
    

  

  
 

 

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

Deputy Commissioner Angelique Johnson-Dingle Phone:(718) 722-3947 
Office of Instructional Support 
55 Hanson Place, Suite 400 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 

October 2, 2023 

To: District Superintendents 
Superintendents of Schools 
Administrators of Public, Charter, and Nonpublic Schools 

From: Angelique Johnson-Dingle 

Subject:  Enrolling students who are refugees or asylum seekers 

This memo provides important information regarding the obligation of schools and 
districts to enroll students, including refugees or asylum seekers, pending receipt of 
their health records and to assist them in obtaining all necessary immunizations within 
the applicable time frame. Lack of proof regarding immunization is not grounds to deny 
students the ability to attend school while they work towards obtaining immunizations 
or proof thereof within the timeframes set forth in law and regulation. While enrollmentto

Refugees and 

asylum seekers come from diverse regions of the world and bring with them 
varying immunization histories. Unlike most other immigrant populations, refugees and 
asylum seekers are not required to have any vaccinations before arrival in the U.S. In 
addition, vaccines may not be readily available in their countries of origin. While 
refugees undergo immunization assessment and administration as part of the federal 
intake process, asylum seekers are only recommended to receive vaccinations once 
they have been granted asylum status and may therefore require additional guidance 
and support to understand the requirements and how to comply with them. 

Furthermore, as federally funded entities, local education agencies (LEAs) are required 
under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to provide translations of all documents 
necessary for school program access, including those pertaining to immunization 
requirements. For further information on translation of vital documents, please see 
Information for Limited English Proficient (LEP) Parents and Guardians and for Schools 
and School Districts that Communicate with Them. 



   
     

   
    

  
  

 
 

 
   

  
   

 
 
  
 

    
   

     
   

   
   
  

    
   
    

   
   

 
   

   
   

 
    

   
  

  
 

 
    

    
 

 
 

In accordance with Public Health Law (PHL) §2164(7)(a), schools may allow students 
who are from out of state or out of country to attend school for up to 30 calendar days if 
the student does not have immunization documentation but there is evidence of a good 
faith effort to obtain immunizations or other evidence of immunization. See 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Asylum Seeker Immunization Memo.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 3



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 27



		Failed: 1







Detailed Report



Tagged annotationsFieldTagged multimediat structure provides a logical rPas2/s/has at with str.-l-l-l-l-l-srpuidt>Fieldtd cPa fieldPa



tcesolots">Tagged annotations
ibi, THTagged annotations

		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimediat structure provides a logical rPas2/s/has at with str.-l-l-l-l-l-srpuil-l-RleSme:ecces-l-Rlw.adobe.com/go/acrobat11_accppropwissicheccausperme:ecces-l-Rlw.agged multimediat structure provides a logical rPas2/s/has at with str.-l-l-l-l-l-srpuS >SmeThe ch smeTagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

ty_cRespbile		Passed		All annotations are taggedNavigOrganilin		Needs manual check		Document has aFdt>solor contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Needs manual check		Document has aAlecknst">ccesolor contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Descriptiontcesoladobe.com/gFailrobat11_accFigOrd		Passed		All annotations are taggedtcesoladobe.com/go/acrobat11_accesecknst">tces thatpwissicevckebeerTagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are taggedAssocast"decker_"http://www.adobe.com/go/acrobat11_acecknst">tces mustebeeassocast"decker_some_"http://wots">Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged		">Hal Reaty_checke/www.adobe.com/go/acrobat11_acecknst">tces biluld chechal eaty_checke/wots">Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are taggedtcesoladobe.com/go/acrobat11_accOther elemarksMthatprequiltiulecknst">tcesolots">Tagged annotmanual check		Document has aTsibisolor contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description


ibiRow		Passed		All annotations are taggedRnnots">Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



leHTagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are taggedumer_inMeach roweatd rowr_inMeach td>umennots">Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



leSummary >Summary"http://www.aSkipp.com/go/acrobabis mustehave a summary"hots">Tagged annotmanual check		Document has aLitysolor contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description		Passed		LI annotations are tagged



leSummary >Summary"cof ing_oSsvry" asvry" asvry//www.adobSck:httsoo ="cattitle" colspanbm>stcatate c">Assocast"decker_"http:e" colspanbm>stcatath so"<-obe./to/acobe.h-obe.
leSumma#obaortTop">Back to Topate be./b>

