
New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) Participation Decision -Making Flowchart

Students with severe disabilities in New York State (NYS) may be determined eligible by the committee on 
special education (CSE) to participate in the NYSAA. Consistent with the provisions in the Every Student 

Has the student been identified as a student with a disability?

Does the student have a severe cognitive disability?

The CSE has determined, after considering qualitative and quantitative 
information related to the student’s skills (e.g., evaluative information, 
classroom data, anecdotal information) that  the student has limited 

cognitive abilities combined with behavioral and/or physical limitations 
and requires highly specialized education and/or social, psychological, 
and medical services in order to maximize their full potential for useful 

and meaningful participation in society and for self-fulfillment. 

Does the student meet the following criteria?

�x�� The student has a severe cognitive disability and significant deficits 
in communication/language and significant deficits in adaptive 
behavior; AND

�x�� The student requires a highly specialized educational program that 


