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Webinar Presenters:   
 
Candace Black is the World Languages Associate in the Office of 
Bilingual Education and World Languages at the New York State 
Education Department.  She is currently leading the implementation 
of the revised NYS World Languages Standards and oversees the NYS 
Seal of Biliteracy program.  Candace graduated summa cum laude 
with a B.A. in French from SUNY Potsdam and earned both her 
M.B.A., and M.A.T. from the University of Rochester. A National 
Board-Certified Teacher, Candace taught French for 21 years and 
served as an IB Diploma Coordinator. In 2021, she was the recipient 
of the President’s Award for both NYSAFLT and NYSAWLA and was 
elected as a Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Palmes académiques by the 
French government.  In all her roles, most especially her current one, 
Candace is deeply committed to the professional learning and 
support of World Language teachers and the promotion of the NYS 
Seal of Biliteracy.   
 
 
Yunxiao Zhang is the Educational Specialist in the Office of Bilingual 
Education and World Languages at the New York State Education 
Department. She assists in promoting and managing the NYS Seal of 
Biliteracy program and the implementation of the revised NYS 
Learning Standards for World Languages. Yunxiao brings over a 
decade of experience as a college educator and administrator in 
China. With B.S. and M.E. degrees in Information Technology, she 
adeptly incorporates her expertise in data analysis within the realms 
of management. Upon moving to the US, Yunxiao earned her M.A.T. 
from Clarkson University and became certified as a Chinese language 
teacher, continuing her teaching career. She is currently a Ph.D. 
candidate in Educational Policy and Leadership at SUNY Albany, 


