








first. However, should there be applicants who have graduation rates of 86% or above, and
there is availability of resources to fund such projects, such projects will also be considered.

14. If BOCES is the fiscal agent and applicant, do all partner sending districts need to have a
graduation rate of less than 86% in order to meet priority requirements? With multiple
districts in a BOCES led application, how do you calculate the average graduation rate?

A: With regard to BOCES applications or where multiple districts apply as a consortium, priority
will be given to proposals whose participating schools have an average cohort graduation rate
below 86% based on the 4-year cohort graduation rate for the 2020/2021 school year (August)
published annually by NYSED (see https://data.nysed.gov/ ). Should there be BOCES or
consortium applicants whose participating schools’ high school graduation rate average is 86%
or above, and there is availability of resources to fund such projects, such projects will also be
considered. You will add the total number of 4-year graduation rates divided by the number of
districts to calculate the average graduation rate.

Target Population: Eligible Participants

15. Is there a minimum number of participating students for each year of the P-TECH
program?

A: There is no minimum, but proposed budgets will be evaluated, and it should explain why the
proposed expenditures are appropriate, reasonable, and necessary to support the projected
number of students to be served. Budgeted items must be reasonable in cost and necessary for
the project and to receive the maximum points for the proposal. The P-TECH program must
adhere to the number of students provided in Attachment 2: Proposed Enrollment Plan in the
RFP.

Evaluation/Evaluator:

16. Page 22 of the RFP mentions undergoing an annual evaluation. Should this activity be
written into the grant proposal or will NYSED be arranging the evaluation?

A: NYSED does not arrange for the annual P-TECH evaluation. This should be included in the



18. What is the minimum and maximum amount that a project should allocate for an
independent evaluator? And should we allocate funds for an annual independent
evaluation? Do we need to identify the evaluator prior to the submission of this
application or can we identify the evaluator during the planning year?

A: There is no set amount for the evaluator. The narrative should include potential resources or

vendors who would be able to conduct an annual review of essential components of the RFP.

Proposed budgets will be evaluated, and it should explain why the proposed expenditures are

appropriate, reasonable, and necessary to support the projected number of students to be

served. Budgeted items must be reasonable in cost and necessary for the project and to evaluator. If your eval
subcontractor, subcontracting to individual vendors (separate and distinct from NYS P-TECH
partners) will be limited to twenty percent (20%) of the total annual budget
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23. Page 10 of the RFP mentions a requirement to provide “professional development for
faculty to address the needs of all students regardless of academic ability.” Would these
professional development activities be an eligible expense for the P-TECH budget?

A: Yes, professional development specific to P-TECH is considered an allowable expense.

24. Would the costs associated with the requirement to provide “relevant and ongoing
professional development for the principal/school leader and all participating teachers,
including support and frequent exchanges during the school year” be an eligible
expense for the P-TECH budget?

A: Yes, professional development specific to P-TECH is considered an allowable expense.

25. Are the additional five days of professional development mentioned in the scoring
rubric for the entire grant period or for each year of the grant?

A: Professional development would be provided for five days over the entire term of the grant.
26. Do the five days for professional development mentioned in the scoring rubric cover
faculty and principals/school leaders? Or is it five days for each of these groups for a

total of 10 days?

A: The professional development minimum is 5 days over the course of the entire term of the
grant. Only professionals directly related to the P-TECH program are eligible to use P-TECH
grant funds.

Pathways/Degrees

27.0n page 5 of the RFP, it states "Degree programs which are not allowable include but
are not limited to:...". What other programs are not allowable?

A: Other nonallowable programs include those that are not STEM related.

28. Would a nursing program qualify for P-Tech?
A: Yes. As nursing programs have limited accepted seating, we would encourage projects to
have a well-developed plan with their IHE partner to ensure that students will be able to

successfully complete this career pathway within program duration.

29. Would the following Computer Information Systems program be eligible for any of the



A: SED program office does not review and approve pathways in advance of RFP proposal
submissions. SED considers computer hardware and software engineering in the broadest
terms as typically used in the applicable fields.

30. Could you give some examples of pathways that would fall under the “computer
hardware and software engineering pathways” that would lead to the five bonus points
for applicants?

A: SED program office cannot provide examples in advance of RFP proposal submissions. SED
considers computer hardware and software engineering in the broadest terms as typically used
in the applicable fields.

31. We are interested in knowing if we can pursue pathways in the Allied Health Services,
i.e., A.AA.S. in surgical technology, medical laboratory technician, radiologic technology,
radiologic tech/radiation therapy technology, health information technology;
cardiovascular technology, etc.

A: Yes. As these programs have limited accepted seating, we would encourage projects to have
a well-developed plan with their IHE partner to ensure that students will be able to successfully
complete this career pathway within program duration.

32. Can you provide us with clarity on the definition of focus areas “computer hardware and
software engineering”? What associate degree programs would qualify for eligibility in
this category?

A: SED considers computer hardware and software engineering in the broadest terms as
typically used in the applicable fields. SED program office cannot provide examples of associate
degree programs in advance of RFP proposal submissions.

33. Can you provide a definition of “STEM field” or programs that would be eligible for P-
TECH pathways. Page 5 of the RFP lists a few degree programs that are not allowable,
but what programs are allowable? Are PTECH pathways limited to “technology and
manufacturing”? Would programs such as Business Administration (AAS) and Audio/
Visual or Theatre Technology or Communications be eligible programs, for example?

A: SED considers a STEM field in the broadest terms as typically used in the applicable fields of
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. SED program office cannot provide
examples in advance of RFP proposal submissions.






A: While not prohibited, proposed budgets will be evaluated, and should explain why the
proposed expenditures are appropriate, reasonable, and necessary to best support the
students. Budgeted items must be reasonable in cost and necessary for the project.



A: If you are a school within a school NYS P-TECH model (as opposed to a standalone P-TECH
school), non P-TECH students at that school must have access and the opportunity to obtain at
least one college credit by the end of this funding period. The purpose is for non-P-TECH
students to have access to college coursework, although you may not use P-TECH funds to
provide that access.

47. Can industry partner MOU language be altered (see below)? As a public entity we are
limited with including language surrounding hiring.

a. Committing to provide completers of the NYS P-TECH program serious
consideration for a job interview and/or a job following completion of the
program and satisfactorily meeting any employment evaluations and/or
applicable hiring standards.

A: This language has already been revised to provide flexibility. Any additional changes to an
MOU must be provided with track changes in your proposal. SED reserves the right to reject any
proposal whose MOU is substantially altered from the P-TECH requirements.

48. How much square footage would we need to start?

A: The applicant must determine the best way to accommodate the spacing needs of their
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A: “Current 6-Yr" is referring to the traditional model of P-TECH up until the release of Cohort VI
RFP.

53. Page 31 of the RFP mentions a skills map. Can you provide a link to an example of a skills
map or explain what this is?

A: SED refers to Skills Map in the broadest, most generalized, use of the term. Skills mapping
typically means creating a visual representation of the skills needed to perform well in any
given role and comparing that with the existing skills held by employees throughout the
organization.

54. Is there a maximum page allotment for the Abstract?

A: The abstract should provide a brief summary of the planned program and does not
contribute to the overall scoring of the proposal.

55. We are interested in applying for the P-Tech RFP this month. Do you mind letting me
know if you think there will be another grant opportunity next year? Meaning, if we
cannot get a community partner on board by the deadline, will we have another chance
next year?

A: SED cannot predict with certainty whether or not another RFP will be issued in the next
year.

56. If we apply for one program but then apply to two, all within the P-tech model, is there
flexibility in the application at that point?

A: If an applicant is awarded a P-TECH project they will be expected to adhere to the workplan
that is scored and approved.
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